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LXXXIII. ExtraB of a Letter from Wmv 
Dixon, Efq\ F.RS. to Mr* W. Watfon, 
F. R.S. from Laver6.ll near Doncafter m 
Yorkshire, June i, 17 $2* concerning feme 
vegetable Balls ; with Remarks on them fy 
Mr, Wm. Watfony 

Dear Sir,, 
Read June i 8,tt h AVE fent you fbme balls, which- 
1 75 *' X ^ eem t0 me t0 ^ e plants of a very par- 
ticular kind. They were taken up in a frefh-water. 
lake, on a large common in the Eaft Riding of York- 
shire, about twelve miles wefl ©£ Hull. The lake 
is from one hundred t© two hundred acres in big- 
nefs,, according to different feafons, and empties into* 
the Humber ; which is pretty fait, and has fome- 
times infe&ed it a little at very high tides. The 
water is very bright, and the bottom in many places* 
is quite cover'd with> thefe balls, like a pavement, at 
different depths. Thefe now : fent were about fix 
inches under water; and* many are left quite dry every 
fummer. Whether they are particular to this 1 place, 
I know hot, having no defcription of them in. my 
botanic library. To you, who have fo general an ac- 
quaintance in that branch of natural knowlege, they 
may prove old acquaintance. [Thus far Mr, Dixon*] 

The vegetable here mention'd, and which I -take 
die liberty of laying before you, I have never feen 
till now ; neither, have I been able, to find it defcribed 
in any of the botanie writers* whom I have eonfulted. 
The matter, of which it is compofed, is that of a confer- 
va j, and ihould therefore have had a place under that 

genus 
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genus in Dillenh&'s Hiftoria Mufcorum. They are 
of a deep-green mofiy colour, are hollow, -of an 
irregularly fpherical figure, and of different fizes, 
From an inch and half to three inches in diameter. 
They are covef'd with very fiiort nitM extewiaHy, and 
the thicknefs, from their external to their internal fur- 
face, is about a quarter of an inchj their texture is 
moft compact the neareft to the furface. I ihould 
denominate them globofe conferva. 

Mr. Ray, in his biftory of plants* Vol. I. p. 83, 
defcribes a plant, which he found in Sicily, fomething 
like this now fent by Mr. Bixon. When treating of 
the Alga Pomum of John Bauhin, which, according 
to this Iaft, Was of the colour of fponge, heiays, 
$>yod not in Sieilia Uttoribus invenimus, colore erat 
mridi, et propiut accedebat dd burfte marina Cafal- 
pini defcriptknem; erat enim intus concavum, ex 
tnufcofa feu fpongiofa fcilket capiUari fubftantia con- 
jlans, et oftiolum habebat rotundum, qua lapidibus ad' 
barebat. 

The plant now before you wants the. qfli&bm, by 
which it adheres to the rocks, taken notice of by Mr. 
Ray, in all the fpecimens I haveieen j and, fiomits 
mofly fubftance, can by no means be ranged under 
the genus of alcyotfim, where Mn Ray has given hs 
the pafTage juft now mention'd. 
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